
National Grid will review the initial submittal
and provide a checklist outlining specific
details and deliverables that must be
provided in order to complete a formal
review of the application.

We hope that these guidelines are helpful
and we appreciate your cooperation.
Together, we can help ensure that
National Grid can supply the energy needs
of our customers and communities in a
safe and reliable manner.

CM7549 (04/26)

Information for property owners regarding
proposing activities, improvements or
other work in National Grid transmission
line rights-of-way.
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In New England
Right of Way Department,
Attn: Manager
National Grid
170 Data Drive
Waltham, MA 02451
NGRID-ROWInquiry-NE@nationalgrid.com

In New York
Right of Way Department
Attn: Manager
National Grid
300 Erie Blvd. West
Syracuse, NY 13202
BOX.RE.RightofWay@nationalgrid.com

Contact us at:

National Grid Response
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National Grid operates a network of
approximately 9,000 miles of high voltage
electric transmission lines. These lines and
the rights-of-way on which they are located
are a critical part of the electric grid in New
England and New York.

The activities and improvements that are
permitted within those rights-of-way are
significantly limited in order to protect the
public and to avoid inadvertent damage to
the transmission system.

Written Permission Required

In order to install, maintain, and operate
electric transmission lines safely and reliably,
proposed improvements and activities within
rights-of-way are restricted. Typically, the actual
right-of-way extends a greater distance beyond
the visible transmission improvements.

National Grid has a formal process for reviewing
proposed improvements and/or activities within the
rights-of-way, and a formal application must be
submitted to the company to start the process.

If the company agrees to allow specific
improvements or activities within a right-of-way, a
written agreement detailing the proposed work must
be executed by both the company and the property
owner. This written agreement will explain the
improvements and/or activities that are allowed. The
agreement will strive to eliminate misunderstandings
in use of the right-of-way and enable the property
owner to demonstrate that they have permission for
the improvements and/or activities. This proof is
typically needed when applying for home financing
or to show future buyers.

Unfortunately, many improvements and activities are
not permissible. For example, structures such as
sheds, garages, houses, swimming pools, and
septic systems are not allowed. Roads and
driveways that run parallel to and within the right-of-
way and the piling, or storage of soil, wood chips,
plowed snow or other materials within the right-of-
way also are not permitted.

How to Submit an Application for
Your Proposed Project

An application is required when requesting
permission to conduct activities within the right-of-
way. All applications undergo comprehensive
evaluation by National Grid. Only the property (or
their representative) owner may apply.

All applications must be submitted to National Grid
in writing. Due to the technical nature of working in
close It is likely that property owners submitting will
require the services of an engineer or architect to
assist with preparation of the application. A review
fee is collected by National Grid.

The Application Must Include:

 Name of person proposing activities within the
National Grid right-of-way

 Location (town/city and state) of the proposed
improvement or activity

 A description of the proposed improvements
and/or activities within the right-of-way

 A conceptual plan showing the boundaries of the
right-of-way and/or relevant property lines,
locations of adjacent transmission structures,
including structure numbers, a north arrow and
any proposed improvement(s).

Considerations for Use

A number of factors are considered when evaluating
whether improvements or activities are permissible,
including:

 Safety – federal and state administrative law
controls how far people and equipment must remain
away from transmission wires. Improvements and
activities must meet all safety code requirements and
not create a hazard to National Grid workers or the
public.

 Environmental Impact – National Grid is
committed to protecting the environment and being a
good steward in the community. Any proposal must
identify plans to safeguard natural resources and
prevent or mitigate erosion in accordance with
applicable laws, specifications or standards.

 Transmission Structures – the improvements or
activities cannot create a risk of damage to the
transmission structures or wires. For example, they
cannot destabilize the soil surrounding the structures or
be located too close to the structures, including guy
wires. The improvements or activities also cannot
preclude the future construction or reconstruction of
transmission lines within the right-of-way.

 Access – access to and along the right-of-way
must be maintained for emergency maintenance of
the transmission lines and for future construction or
reconstruction of transmission lines.

Limited improvements and activities that do not
interfere with the safe operation, maintenance and
future use of the right-of-way may be permissible.


