
How is a soil boring taken?
A drilling machine called a hollow-stem auger is used. It drills
into the ground using force and a twisting motion. The auger
works like a large screw and brings soil to the surface as it
drills. Once the auger or sampling tools inside the hollow stem
are full, they are removed from the ground so the soil sample
can be collected. A geologist then studies the soil sample.

What can I expect from this operation?
The time needed for soil boring depends on the size of the
project

For small projects, soil sampling may take just one or two days
at each location.

For large projects that span many miles, soil boring can take
several months to confirm that soil conditions are safe for
construction.

Some examples of the type of soil boring machines you may
see are shown on the right.

Where are soil borings taken?
Soil borings are taken at locations where buildings or other
structures may be built. Before drilling, the location is
carefully chosen to avoid harming plants and wildlife that live
underground.

Why is soil boring performed?

What is soil boring? 
Soil boring is a method used to collect soil samples from
below the ground surface. These samples help National
Grid's team members understand subsurface soil conditions.

Soil boring is done to:
Study the soil and ground conditions underground.
Find out if the soil is strong and safe enough for
construction.
Identify possible underground risks, called geologic
hazards, such as unstable soil, shifting ground, or rock
movement.
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